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Lord Arch-Bi ſhopof A. rmagh, 


E . AND 


| Janes Ulber. + 


| Lord Primate ir Ireland. © | 2, 


Giving an Account of his Foretelling, 


** The Rebellion in Ireland, Forty Years: before 1 it came to pass 5 
II. The Confufions and Miſeries of F ut“ in Church and State. 
III. The Death of King Charles the Firſt, : 
IV. His own Poverty and Want, OM 1 
V. The Diviſions in England in mattters of Religion . 

Laſtly, Of a great and Terrible Perſecution Which ſhalf cal 
upon the Reformed Churches by the Papiſts, hes ein no the: * 
Pope ſhould be chiefly concerned. „ 


—— 


Written by the Perſon who ef it from. this. 1 Excellent. Per- 
ſon's own Mouth, and now Publiſhedleaineſtiy to perſwade us 
to that Repentance and Reformation which can only, prevent 
our Ruin and Deſtruction. 5 
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Ftrange and Nu Nible Predictions 


of that Holy, Learned, and Ex- 
cellent Biſhop, James Uſher, late 
Lord Primate of Ireland. 


Primate, and Arch-Biſhop, gives an Account, that 
among other extraordinary Gifts and Graces, which 
it rleaſeth the Almighty to beſtow upon him; he was won- 
derfully endued with the Spirit of Prophecy, whereby he 
gave out ſeveral true Predictions and Propheſies of things 
a great while before they came to paſs, whereof ſome we 
have ſeen fulfilled, and others remain yet to be accom- 
pliſned. And though he was one that abhor'd Enthuſi- 
aſtick Notions, being too Learned, Rational, and Knowing, 


T* Author of the Life of this Excellent and Worthy 


„to admit of ſuch idle Freaks and Whimſies. Yet he pro- 
fels'd, That ſeveral times in his Life he had mauy things im- 
preſi d upon his Mind, .concerning future Events, with jo much 


warmneſs and importunity, that he was not able to keep them 
Secret, but lay under an unavoidable neceſſity to make them 
Anown, | 

From which Spirit he Foretold the 1-:þ Rebellion Forty 
years before it came to paſs, with the very time when it 
ſhould break forth, in a Sermon Preached in Dublin in 1601. 
where from Exec. 4. 6. diſcourſing concerning the Prophets 
bearing the Iniquity of Judah Forty days, the Lord therein 
appointed a day for a year; he made this direct Application 
in Relation to the connivance at Popery at that time. From 
this year (ſays he) will I reckon the Sin of Ireland, that thoſe 


whom you now imbrace, ſha be your Ruin, and P tn (ball bear 


thi: Iniquiiy. Which Prediction proved exactly true, for 
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from that time 1801, to the year-1641, was juſt fort? 
i years, in which it is notoriouſi known, that the Rebellion 
| » and Deſtruction of FJreland happen'd; which was acted bY 
thoſe Popiſh Prieſts and other Pgpiſts which were then con- 
nivdat. And of this Sermon the Biſhop reſerved the 
Notes, and put a note thereof in the Margent of his Bible, 
and for 20 years before he ſtill lived in the expeQation of 
the fulfilling thereof, and the nearer the time was, the more 
confident he was, that it was near Accompliſhment, though 
there was no viſible appearance of any. ſuch thing ; and 
(ſays Dr. Bernard) the year before the Rebellion broke forth, 
the Biſhop taking his leave of me, being then going from 
iriland to England, he adviſed me to a ſerious preparation, 
tor I ſhould ſee heavy Sorrows and Miſeries before 1 ſaw him 
again; which he delivered with as great confidence, as it 
ne had ſeen it with his Eyes, which ſeems to verify that of 
the Prophet Anne, 3. 7. Surely the Lord will du nothing but be 
vill reveal it to his Servants the Prophets, 

From this Spirit of Propheſie he foreſaw the Changes and 
Miſeries of Exgland in Church and State, for having in one 
of his Books (called De Prim Eccl. Brit.) given a large ac- 
count of the Deſtruction of the Church and State of the 
Brittans by the Saxons, about 550 years after Chriſt : He 


| gives this among other Reaſons, why he inſiſted ſo largely 
| upon it, that he foreſaw that a like Judgment was yet behind, 
| if timely Repentance and Reformation did not prevent it; 


and he would often Mourn upon the foreſight of this long 
before it came. | | 
From this Spirit he gave mournful Iatimati»ns of the 
Death of our late Soveraign Charles the firſt, of whom he 
would be often ſpeaking with Fear and Trembling,even when 
| the Ring had the greateſt ſucceſs, and would therefore con- 
. ſtantly pray, and give all advice poſſible to prevent any 
| ſuch thing, 8 | 2 | 
For this Spirit he foreſaw his own Poverty in Worldly 
things; and this he would often ſpeak of with admiration to 
the hearers, when he was in his great Proſperity, which - 
the Event did moſt certainly verifie. Eo 
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From this Spirit he Predicted the Diviſions and Confuſi. 


quents thereof, ſome of which we have ſeen ful fil'd, and 1 
pray God the reſt which he feared may not alſo be accom- 
phſheq npon us. 
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ſtroke upon the Reformed Churches was yet to come; and 
that the time of the utter Ruin of the See of Rome ſhould 
be when ſhe thought her ſelf moſt ſecure; and as to this laſt, 
I ſhall add a breet account from the Perſon's own hand who 
was concerned therein, which followeth in theſe Words. 

The Year before this Learned and Holy Primate Arch- 
Biſhbp Uſher died, I went to bim, and earneſtly deſi red him, 
to give me in Writing his apprehenſions concerning Juſtifi- 
cation and Sanctification by Chriſt, becauſe I had formerly 
heard him Preach upon theſe Points, wherein he ſeemed to 
make thoſe great Miſteries more Intelligible to my mean 
Capacity, than any thing which I had ever hard from any 
other; bat becauſe 1 had but an Imperfect and Confuſed 
Remembrance, of the particulars, I took the boldneſs to 
importune him, that he would pleaſe to give a breef ac- 
count of them in Writing, whereby 1 might the better 
imprint them in my Memory, of which he would willingly 
excuſe himſelf, by declaring his Intentions of not Writing 
any more, adding, that if he did Write any thing, it ſhou'd 
not exceed above a Sheet or two; but npon my continued 
inportunity, I at laſt obtained his promite. 


22 


me a viſit at my own Houle, where I failed not to challenge 
the benefit of the promiſe he had made me; He reply'd, 
That he had not writ, and yet he could not charge himſelf with 
any breach of Promiſe ;, for (ſaid he) 1 did begin to Write, but 
when I came ro Write of Sanctificat ion, that is of the New Crea- 
ture, which God formeth by his Spirit in every Soul which he 
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that I could ſpeak of it only as Parrots by Rote, and without the 


therefore I durſt not preſume to proceed any farther upon it. 
| And 


ons in Exgland in matters of Religion, and the ſaid conſe- 


Laſtly, from this Spirit he foretold, That the greateſt 


He coming to Town ſome time after was pleaſed to give 
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dot h truly Regenerate, 1 found ſo little of it wr ought in my Jelf.. 


knowledge and underſtanding of what I might have expreſjt, aud 
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And then I ſeemed to ſtand amazed fo hear ſuch an 
humble Confeſſion from ſo great and experienced a Chriſti“ 
an; He added, I muſt tell you, we do not well underſtand what 
Sancti fication and theNewCreature are, it 1:noleſs then for a man 
to be brought to an entire e Rſignat ion, of his Will to the Will of 
God, and to live in the Offering up of his S uil continually in the 


flames of Love, as a whole Burnt-Offering to Chriſt, and how 


little (ſays he) are many of tho/e who profeſs Chriſtianity expe- 
i ment ally acquainted with this Work on their Souls. 

By this Diſcourſe, I conceived he had very excellently 
and clearly diſcovered to me that part of Sanctihcation 
which he was unwilling to Write. | 

I then preſumed to enquire of him what his preſent ap- 
prehenſions were concerning a very great Perſecution 
which ſhould fall upon the Church of God in theſe Nations 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland; of lich this Reverend 


Primate had ſpoken with great confidence many . Year be- 


fore, when we were in the higheſt and fulleſt ſtate of outward 
Peace and Settlement. I asked himwhether he did believe 
thoſe {ad times to be paſtor that they were yet to come, To 
which he an{wered, That they were yet to come, and that he did 
as confidenily expect it, as ever he had aone, adding, That this 
jad Perjecution ſhould fall upon all the Proteſt ant Churches of 
Europe : I reply'd, that 1 did hope it might have been paſt 
as to iheſe Nations of ours, ſince | thought, that though 
we, who are the People thereof, have been puniſhed much 
leſs than our ſins have deſerved, and that our late Wars 
had made far leſs devaſtations, then War commonly brings 
upon thoſe Countries where it pleaſeth God in Judgment - 
to ſuffer it-; yet we muſt needs acknowledge, tat many 
great Houſes had been Burnt, Ruin'd, and left without 
Inhabitants, many great Families Impoveriſn'd and Un- 


done, and many Thouſand Lives alſo had been loſt in that 


bloody War, and that Ireland and Scotland, as well as Erg- 
land, had drunk very deep of the Cup of God's Anger, even 
to the overthrow of the Government, and the utter De- 
iolation almoſt of a very great part ot thoſe Countries. 


But 


(Ss) 


But this Holy Man, turning to me, and fixing his Eyes 
upon we with a ſerious and ireful look which he uſually 
had when he ſpake God's Word and not his own ; and 
When the Power of God ſeemed to be upon him, and to 
conſtrain him to ſpeak, which I could eaſily diſcern much 
to differ from the countenance wherewith he uſually ſpake 
to me; He ſaid thus, | 

Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, for I tell you, all you have 
yet ſeen, hath been but the beginning of ſorrow to what is yet to 
come upon the Proteſt ant Churches of Curiſt, who will ere long 
fall under a ſharper Perſecution than ever yet has upon them; 
and therefore (aid he to me) look you be not fonnd in the out- 
ward Court, but a worſhipper in the Temple before the Altar, for 

- Chriſt will meaſure all thoſe that profeſs his Name, and call them- 
ſelves his People, and the outward wor ſhipper he will leave out, | 
to be trodden down by the Gentiles. The out ward Court (ſays he) | 
:5 the formal Chriſtian, whoſe Religion lies in performing the | 
outſide duties of Chriſtianity, without having an inward Life and 

| Power of Faith, and love uniting them to Chriſt, and theſe God | 

'F will leave to be troaden down, and ſwept away by the Gentiles; 

ö But the Norſhippers within the Temple and before the Altar, are 

| thoſe who do indeed worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, whoſe 

Souls are made his Temple, and he is honoured and adored in 

1 the moſt inward thoughts of their hearts, and they, Sacrifice their 
| Luſts and vile Affections, yea, and their own wills to him; and 

theſe God will hide in the hollow of his Hand, and under the ; 

ſhadow of his Wings ;, and this ſhall be one great difference be- 
tween this laſt, and all the other proceeding Per/ecutions : For 
in the former, the moſt eminent and ſpiritual Miniſters and 

Chriſtians did generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt violently fallen 

| upon, but in this laſt Perſecution, theſe ſhall be preſerved Ly 

| God as a Seed to partake of that Glory which (ball immediatly fol- — 

low and come upon the Church, as ſoon as ever this ſtorm ſhall be : 
over; for as it ſhall be ihe ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be ſhorteſt Per ſe- 
cut ion of them all; and ſhall only take away the groſs Hypocrite; 
and ſermal Profeſſors, but the true Spiritual Believers ſhall be pre- 

'. ſerved till the Calamity be over-paſt, 5 

3 then asked him by what means or Inſtruments this 
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great Tryal ſhould be brought on, He anſwered, By the Papi/?s, 
reply'd that it ſeem'd to me very Improbable they ſhould 
be able to do it, ſince they were now little countenanced, 
and but few in theſe Nations, and that the Hearts of the 
People were more ſet agaiuſt them then ever ſince the Re- 
formation. He anſwered again, That it would be by the 
hands of Papi is, and in the way of a ſudden Maſſacree ; 
and that the then Pope ſhould be the chief Inſtrument 
90 ie. | | 

All this he ſpake with to great Aſſurance, and with the {ame 
ſerious and concerned Countenance, which I have before ob- 
ſerved him to have, when I have heard him foretell ſome 
things which in all human appearance were very unlikely to 
come to paſs, which yet I my ſelf have lived to tee happen 
according to his Prediction, and this made me give the more 
earneſt attention to what he then uttered. - 

He then added, That the Papiſts were in his Opinion the Gen- 
tiles ſpoken of in the 11th of the Revelations, to whom the outward 
Court ſhould be left, that the) might tread it under foot; They 
having received the Gentiles Wer (hip in their adoring Images, and 


Saints departed, and in taking to themſelves many Mediators; And 


this (laid he) the Papiſts are. now deſigning among themſelves, and 
therefore be ſure you be ready. 

This was the {ubſtance, and I think (for the greateſt part) 
the very {ame words which this Holy Man ſpake to me, at the 
time before mentioned not long before his Death, and which 
I write down, that ſo great and notable Prediction might not 
be loſt and forgotten by my ſelt nor others, 


This gracious Man repeated the {ame things in Subſtance to 


his only Daughter the Lady Dril, and that with many tears, 
and much about the ſame time that he had expreit what is 
aforeſaid to me, and which the Lady Tyrr;l aſſured me of with 
her own mouth, to this purpoſe. 

That opening the Door of his Chamber, ſhe found him with 


his Eyes lift up to Heaven, and the Tears running a Pace 


down his Cheeks, and that he fecmed to be in an Extake, 
wherein he continued for about half an hour, not taking the 


leaſt notice of her, though ſhe came into the Room, but at lat 


turning to her, he told her, hat his thoughts had been take up 


about the Miltries and Ferſecutions that were coming upon the 
Churches of Chriſt, which would be ſo ſharp and bitter, that 


the contemplation of them had fetched thoſe Tears from his 
: | Eyes, 


1 . 


„ner 
— 


* 
— 


' 
1 
it | 
Wt! | 
1s ' 
. 
=} 
>, ? 
d i I 
. 
an” 

' 
113 
= 

1 i 
I 5 1 
2 
a. ET 
; 4 ey g 2 : * 
0 * 


ꝶ— 
. — * 


— - 


* 2 


＋— * - * - * _ — 0 — — 
2 ar ² A h . ry oe » er.» = oo ww ea GTA K „ 


* 


* 


be delayed a little longer, but (ſaid he) I will ſurely comet 


72 


nent throughout the Univerſal. Church, might have at ſo 


bo * 
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Kyes, and that he hoped he ſhould not live to ſee it, but Poſh- 


bly ſhe might, for it was even at the door, Therefore tale heed 
(lays he ) that you be not ſound ſleeping.” | 1 

The ſame things he alſo Repeated to the Lady Byſſe, Wife 
to the Preſent Lord Chief Baron of Ireland, but with adding 
this circumſtance, That if they brought back the King, it migh. 
therefore be ſure to look that you be not found unprepared for it., 

To conclude in the words of Dr. Barnard, ſpeaking of this 
Excellent Perſon, Now howſoever Iam as far from heeding of Pro- 
pheſies this way as any, yet with me it is not Improbable, that /o 


great a Prophet, ſo Santtified from his youth, (o 2 and emi- 


4% me ſpecial 
times more than ordinary Motions and Impuiſes in doing the Watch- 


man's part, of giving Warning of Tudg ments approaching. 
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Eyes, and that he hoped he ſhould not live to ſee it, but Poſſi- 
bly ſhe might, for it was even at the door, Therefore take heed 
( lays he ) that you be not ſound ſleeping. 
Ihe ſame things he alſo Repeated to the Lady Byſſe, Wife 
to the Preſent Lord Chief Baron of Ireland, but with adding 
this circumſtance, That if they brought back the King, it migh 
be delayed a little longer, but ( ſaid he) It will ſurel) comet 
therefore be ſure to look that you be not found unprepared for it., 
To conclude in the words of Dr. Barnard, ſpeaking of this 
Excellent Perſon, Now howſoever Iam as far tromheeding of Pro- 
pheſies this way as any, yet with me it is not Improbable, that jo 


erbat a Prophet, ſo Santtified from his youth, ſo knowing and emi- 
nent throughout the Vniverſal,Church, might have at ſome ſpecial 


times more than ordinary Motions and Impulſes in doing the Wat ch- 
man's part, of giving Warning of Tudg meats approaching. 
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